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	Hazard


	Risk
	Controls in Place/Action Required

	Uneven and steep steps
	Possible tripping for visitors exploring the higher walkways along the side of the garden.
	Ensure pupils are briefed on uneven steps and reminded to walk in the garden at all times.

Younger children should be supervised closely if using this area.

Appropriate footwear should be worn.

	Unclean hands
	Stomach upset.
	1. Remind children about cleaning hands, especially prior to eating.  Bring wipes / disinfectant gel / paper towels to clean hands.

	Leeches
	Visitors leaning on the fountain / putting hands in the fountain.
	Ask children to not touch the fountain / sit or lean on it.

	Bees
	Possible bee sting due to bees visiting the plants in the gardens.
	Ensure medical information is consulted before bringing children to the garden.  Make necessary arrangements (e.g. Epipen) for any children who may require it.

Spare epipen if available in case of unknown bee / wasp sting allergy.

	Reaction to certain plants
	Some children may have an allergic reaction / experience some irritation of the skin if they come in to contact with particular plants.
	The planting should not contain known irritants but if concerned, visitors should contact the garden.  Children should be encouraged not to be touching all of the plants in the flower beds.

	Weather conditions
	Discomfort / sunburn etc.
	The forecast should be looked at and children advised on appropriate clothing to wear.  This may include hats, gloves, coats etc on cold days, waterproof jackets or sun hats / sun cream if hot.

	Toilet requirements
	Lack of toilet facilities without request.
	The toilet facilities at the garden are locked unless requested to be opened by a volunteer.  This may require arranging a suitable length of time in advance of a trip.

If necessary, there are toilets that are available for public use in the Narthex of the Roman Catholic cathedral next door to the garden.

	Also, please note:

The garden is a public area, so it is not possible to control whether there will be other members of the public using the garden during visits.  

If children are allowed to explore / undertake activities without direct supervision, make sure they go around the garden in pairs / small groups.

The garden is close to a busy main road.  If there is a risk of a child wandering off to the road, a member of staff should be positioned over-seeing the entrance / exit to the garden.

Although wheelchair users have been able to successfully take part in activities at the garden, a pre-visit is suggested to check the suitability of the site for individual requirements. 


